THE SECRET DOCTRINE:
Volume 1

THE SYNTHESIS
OF

SCIENCE, RELIGION, AND PHILOSOPHY.

by
H. P. BLAVATSKY,
Author of "ISIS UNVEILED."

qq TifEd 9T uE:

"There is no Religion higher than Truth.”

Vol. 1. 8 COSMOGENESIS.

d SCANNED AND EDITED TOd
A FACSIMILE OF THE ORIGINAL EDITION OF 1888
THE THEOSOPHY COMPANY
LOS ANGELES CALIF.
London:
THE THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED.
7, Duke Street, Adelphi, W.C.
WILLIAM Q. JUDGE,
117, Nasau Street, New York.
THE MANAGER OF THETHEOSOPHIST
Adyar, Madras.
o]
1888.

"Entered according to Act of Congress in the year 1888, by H. P. Blavatsky,
in the Office of the Librarian of Congress at Washington, D. C."

This Work
| Dedicate to all Trudheosophists,
In every Country,
And of every Race,
For they called it forth, and for them it was recorded.

THE THEOSOPHY COMPANY
November 17, 1947
PUBLI SHERS® PREFACE



THE Theosophical Movement of the nineteenth century began in 18IE5SECRETDOCTRINE, first

published in 1888, was written by Madame H. P. Blavatsky to establish an authentic record of the
teachings of the TheBCRETPOCGTRINEI sphot pdophg. sdaiTte Ba
series of vague theories, but contains all thatcen gi ven out to the world in t

By 1925, fifty years after the inauguration of the Movement in New York City, the original edition had

long been out of print. At that time, the npdint of the centennial cycle of the TheosaahiMovement,

The Theosophy Company first made available a facs
the form of a photographic reproduction of the original edition. The present volume is identical with

previous printings of the facsimile eidi, although from new plates.

Besides the original edition of 1888&he only one authorized by Madame Blavatsigeveral other

editions of this work have appeared. One of these, thesal | ed AThird and Revised
marred by many thousandgalterations, some of them trivial, some actual mutilations of the original
text. Included in later printings of thissoa | | ed fARevi sed Editiond is a spt

SECRET DOCTRINE, issued in 1897, six years after the death of H. Rat8{stv Compiled from
miscellaneous papers found among her effects, this volume forms no part of the original SECRET
DOCTRINE written by H.P.B.

The AThird and Revised Editionodo was foll owed by a
AfAdyarofkddtExcept for additional indexes, a biogr.
changes, and the inclusion of material attempting
this Adyar edition is substantially the same astheéae r fir evi sedd versi on.

Still another edition of THE SECRET DOCTRINE has been printed from reset type. Except for
gratuitous ficorrectionsod of the authordés Sanskrit
matter, this edition is virtually arcaurate reproduction of the original text. Its exact authenticity,

however, cannot be determined without laborious comparison with the original.

The genuine SECRET DOCTRINE has only two volumes. While, as originally written, THE SECRET
DOCTRINE was to beuyblished in four volumes, only two volumes were given to the printer by H.P.B.
The remaining two volumes, although complete, or nearly complete, were withheld by her for reasons
clearly indicated at the close of the second volume of the original editjaf@g.)

With the present printing of THE SECRET DOCTRINE, The Theosophy Company continues its function
of providing students and inquirers with unaltered editions of the original literature of the Theosophical
Movement. The two volumes of the originaitazh are here bound in one for the convenience of

students; otherwise, this edition is a perfect facsimile of the original edition and can be relied upon as
such.

November 17, 1947 THE THEOSOPHY COMPANY

H.P.B. London, October, 1888.
PREFACE.

0008009



THE Authord the writer, rathed feels it necessary to apologise for the long delay which has
occurred in the appearance of this work. It has been occasionedhegltth and the magnitude of the
undertaking. Even the two volumes now issued do not Eethe scheme, and these do not treat
exhaustively of the subjects dealt with in them. A large quantity of material has already been prepared,
dealing with the history of occultism as contained in the lives of the great Adepts of the Aryan Race, and
showng the bearing of occult philosophy upon the conduct of life, as it is and as it ought to be. Should
the present volumes meet with a favourable reception, no effort will be spared to carry out the scheme of
the work in its entirety. The third volume istiealy ready; the fourth almost so.

This scheme, it must be added, was not in contemplation when the preparation of the work was first
announced. As originally announced, it was intended that the "Secret Doctrine" should be an amended
and enlarged veion of "Isis Unveiled." It was, however, soon found that the explanations which could be
added to those already put before the world in thenlasted and other works dealing with esoteric
science, were such as to require a different method of treatameihtonsequently the present volumes do
not contain, in all, twenty pages extracted from "Isis Unveiled."

The author does not feel it necessary to ask the indulgence of her readers and critics for the many
defects of literary style, and the imperf&etglish which may be found in these pages. She is a foreigner,
and her knowledge of the language was acquired late in life. The English tongue is employed because it
offers the most widehgiffused medium for conveying the truths which it had become hgrtdylace
before the world.

These truths are in no sense put forward r@velation nor does the author claim the position of a
revealer of mystic lore, now made public for the first time in the world's history. For what is contained in
this workis to be found scattered throughout thousands of volumes embodying the scriptures of the great
Asiatic and early European religions, hidden under glyph and symbol, and hitherto left unnoticed because
of this veil. What is now attempted is to gather theestdenets together and to make of them one
harmonious and unbroken whole. The sole advantage which the writer has over her predecessors, is that
she need not resort to personal speculations and theories. For this work is a partial statement of what she
herself has been taught by more advanced students, supplemented, in a few details only, by the results of
her
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own study and observation. The publication of many of the facts herein stated has been rendered
necessary by the wild and fanciful speculasiacn which many Theosophists and students of mysticism
have indulged, during the last few years, in their endeavour to, as they imagined, work out a complete
system of thought from the few facts previously communicated to them.

It is needless to exain that this book is not the Secret Doctrine in its entirety, but a select number of
fragments of its fundamental tenets, special attention being paid to some facts which have been seized
upon by various writers, and distorted out of all resemblancetuth.

But it is perhaps desirable to state unequivocally that the teachings, however fragmentary and
incomplete, contained in these volumes, belong neither to the Hindu, the Zoroastrian, the Chaldean, nor
the Egyptian religion,.neither to Buddhiskslam, Judaism nor Christianity exclusively. The Secret
Doctrine is the essence of all these. Sprung from it in their origins, the various religious schemes are now
made to merge back into their original element, out of which every mystery and dogmeviras g
developed, and become materialised.

It is more than probable that the book will be regarded by a large section of the public as a romance of
the wildest kind; for who has ever even heard of the book of Dzyan?

The writer, therefore, is fullprepared to take all the responsibility for what is contained in this work,
and even to face the charge of having invented the whole of it. That it has many shortcomings she is fully
aware; all that she claims for it is that, romantic as it may seemrtg, titglogical coherence and
consistency entitle this new Genesis to rank, at any rate, on a level with the "working hypotheses" so



freely accepted by modern science. Further, it claims consideration, not by reason of any appeal to
dogmatic authority, butecause it closely adheres to Nature, and follows the laws of uniformity and
analogy.

The aim of this work may be thus stated: to show that Nature is not "a fortuitous concurrence of
atoms," and to assign to man his rightful place in the scheme tfrtiverse; to rescue from degradation
the archaic truths which are the basis of all religions; and to uncover, to some extent, the fundamental
unity from which they all spring; finally, to show that the occult side of Nature has never been
approached byhe Science of modern civilization.

If this is in any degree accomplished, the writer is content. It is written in the service of humanity, and
by humanity and the future generations it must be judged. Its author recognises no inferior court of
appeal Abuse she is accustomed to; calumny she is daily acquainted with; at slander she smiles in silent
contempt.

De minimis non curat lex.

H.P.B.
London, October, 1888.
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INTRODUCTORY.
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AGentol ywear, Kkindly to judge. 0
0 SHAKESPEARE.
SINCE the appearance of Theosophical literature in England, it has become customary to call its
teachings AEsoteric Budd®iasamoldprokerbdasediomdailyng bec o me
experience hasdtil E r r ns dowm an inclined plane, while Truth has to laboriously climb its way up
hill .o
Old truisms are often the wisest. The human mind can hardly remain entirely free from bias, and

decisive opinions are often formed before a thorough examination ofexsitbm all its aspects has
been made. This is said with reference to the prevailing double mistake (a) of limiting Theosophy to
Buddhism: and (b) of confounding the tenets of the religious philosophy preached by Gautama, the
Buddha, with the doctrinesdbra d |l y outl i ned in fiEsoteric Buddhi sm.
could be hardly imagined. It has enabled our enemies to find an effective weapon against theosophy;
because, as an eminent Pali scholar very pointedly expressed it, there wasinlthe me named #fAnei
esotericism nor Buddhism. 0 The esoteric truths, p
from the moment they were made public; nor did it contain the religion of Buddha, but simply a few
tenets from a hitherto hiddéeaching which are now supplemented by many more, enlarged and
explained in the present volumes. But even the latter, though giving out many fundamental tenets from
the SECRET DOCTRINE of the East, raise but a small corner of the dark veil. For notoexemthe
greatest living adept, would be permitted to, or cdutden if he would give out promiscuously, to a
mocking, unbelieving world, that which has been so effectually concealed from it for long seons and ages.

AEsoteri c Budd hntworkwithwaeesy urdontunaex c el | e
Xviii
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title, though it meant no more than does the tit]l

unfortunate, because people are always in the habit of judging things by their appearance, rakieér than t



meaning; and because the error has now become so universal, that even most of the Fellows of the
Theosophical Society have fallen victims to the same misconception. From the first, however, protests

were raised by Brahmins and others against the titlea n d , i n justice to mysel f,
Buddhi smo was presented to me as a completed volu
which the author intensdedd to spell the word ABudh

This has to be laid directly at the daf those who, having been the first to bring the subject under
public notice, negl ected t o pothereligiauusystein bfethicki f f er
preached by the Lord Gaut ama, and ndamdBddhaa f t er hi
AWisdom, 6 or knowledge (Vidya), the faculty of ¢
theosophists of India are ourselves the real culprits, although, at the time, we did our best to correct the
mistake. (See Theosophist, June, 1888.avoid this deplorable misnomer was easy; the spelling of the
word had only to be altered, and by common consen

e
S
(0]

ABuddhi sm. 0 Nor is the | atter term edpinEnglisht | y spel
Buddhausm, and its votaries fABuddhapusts. 0

This explanation is absolutely necessary at the
religionodo is the inheritance of all 't heEsoteid i ons,
Buddhi smo (Preface to the original Edition) that
European |living, knew the alphabet of the Science

This error must have crept in thrdugpadvertence. For the present writer knew all that which is
Adi vul gedo i n @ Eedouch moré many yeardhbiefsrentbecame her duty (in 1880)
to impart a small portion of the Secret Doctrine to two European gentlemen, one of whom avdbdhe

of AEsoteric Buddhismod; and surely the present wr
privilege of being a European, by birth and education. Moreover, a considerable part of the philosophy
XiX
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expounded by Mr. Sirett was taught in America, even before Isis Unveiled was published, to two
Europeans and to my colleague, Colonel H. S. Olcott. Of the three teachers the latter gentleman has had,
the first was a Hungarian Initiate, the second an Egyptian, the thirdda.His permitted, Colonel Olcott

has given out some of this teaching in various ways; if the other two have not, it has been simply because
they were not allowed: their time for public work having not yet come. But for others it has, and the

appearance dilr . Si nnettds sever al interesting books is
important to keep in mind that no theosophical book acquires the least additional value from pretended
authority.

In etymology Adi, and Adhi Budha, theore{ t he First) and ASupreme Wis
Aryasanga in his Secret treatises, and now by all the mystic Northern Buddhists. It is a Sanskrit term, and

an appellation given by the earliest Arguacrs t o th
the Vedas and the early works-bhBit ameasstrhesahseld
pri meval uncreated cause of all o by Fitzedward Ha

the epithet of Buddha was so humanized, so talksges to allow of the term being applied to mortals and
finally appropriated to one whose unparalleled virtues and knowledge caused him to receive the title of

the ABuddha of Wi sdom unmovedo Bodha means the in
Afundamnsgi ngd; ABuddha, 6 the acquirement of it by p
faculty of cognizing the channel through which di
good and evil, fAdivine caoanwhiemced dlheoyvednal| ®@Spif
Buddhi absorbs our EG@sm (destroys it) with all its Vikaras, Aval6kitéshvara becomes manifested to

us, and Nirvana, or Mukt i, i s reached, 0 AMukti o b
trammel s oof iflMauysaoon. fABodhi o is | ikewise the name

called Samadhi, during which the subject reaches the culmination of spiritual knowledge.
Unwise are those who, in their blind and, in our age, untimely hatred ohBuddand, by reaction, of
ABudhism, 0 deny its esoteric teachings (which are
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suggests what to them, as Monotheists, are noxious doctrines. Unwise is the correct term to use in their
case. For the Esoteric philosophy is alone calculated to withstand, in this age of crass and illogical
materialism, the repeated attacks on all and everything man holds most dear and sacred, in his inner
spiritual life. The true philosopher, the studenthaf Esoteric Wisdom, entirely loses sight of
personalities, dogmatic beliefs and special religions. Moreover, Esoteric philosophy reconciles all
religions, strips every one of its outward, human garments, and shows the root of each to be identical with
thatof every other great religion. It proves the necessity of an absolute Divine Principle in nature. It
denies Deity no more than it does the Sun. Esoteric philosophy has never rejected God in Nature, nor
Deity as the absolute and abstract Ens. It only esftrs accept any of the gods of thecatied
monotheistic religions, gods created by man in his own image and likeness, a blasphemous and sorry
caricature of the Ever Unknowable. Furthermore, the records we mean to place before the reader embrace
the esagric tenets of the whole world since the beginning of our humanity, and Buddhistic occultism
occupies therein only its legitimate place, and n
nad iDhyano) of Ga o granthasdhsy appe tb anp tngcguiaintesd with the tenets of
the Wisdom Religion of antiquiy are but a very small portion of the whole. The Hindu Reformer
limited his public teachings to the purely moral and physiological aspect of the Wieligion, to
Ethicsand MANa ne. Things fAunseen and incorporeal, 0o the
sphere, the great Teacher left entirely untouched in his public lectures, reserving the hidden Truths for a
select circle of his Arhats. The latter received their Initiatibthe famous Saptaparna cave (the
Sattapanni of Mahavansa) near Mount Baibhar (the Webhara of the Pali MSS.). This cave was in
Rajagriha, the ancient capital of Mogadha, and was the Cheta cawhiahf-as rightly suspected by
some archaeologists.

Time and human imagination made short work of the purity and-philo

*Dan, now become in modern Chinese and Tibetan phoneti c
their |literature. I n the ol 8obmokasegbsheeWwbrdylmerdatansi
second inner birth. Hence Dzan, Djan phonetically, the

AMr. Beglor, the chief engineer at Buddhagaya, and a distinguished archeaeologist, was the first, we believe, to
discover it.

XXi
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sophy of these teachings, once that they were transplanted from the secret and sacred circle of the Arhats,
during the course of their work of proselytism, into a soil less prepared for metaphysical conceptions than
India; i.e., once they weteansferred into China, Japan, Siam, and Burmah. How the pristine purity of
these grand revelations was dealt with may be seen in studying some ottlaelsd ed fAesoteri co
schools of antiquity in their modern garb, not only in China and othertsidtbuntries in general, but
even in not a few schools in Thibet, left to the care of uninitiated Lamas and Mongolian innovators.

Thus the reader is asked to bear in mind the very important difference between orthodox Buddhism
i.e., the public teachgs of Gautama the Buddha, and his esoteric Budhism. His Secret Doctrine,
however, differed in no wise from that of the initiated Brahmins of his day. The Buddha was a child of the
Aryan soil ; a born Hindu, a K s diatiatedyBeahmans)ar a di sci p
Dwijas. His teachings, therefore, could not be different from their doctrines, for the whole Buddhist
reform merely consisted in giving out a portion of that which had been kept secret from every man
out si de of t Heeof TRmepteloitheesnandeadcéticsc Unabke to teach all that had been
imparted to hifd owing to his pledges though he taught a philosophy built upon the grewndk of
the true esoteric knowledge, the Buddha gave to the world only its outward materiahldddgpt its
soul for his Elect. (See also Volume II.) Many Chinese scholars among Orientalists have heard of the
iSoul Doctrine. 0 None seem to have understood its



That doctrine was preserved secr@tlpo secretly, perhad within the sanctuary. The mystery that
shrouded its chief dogma and aspiratbiirvana has so tried and irritated the curiosity of those
scholars who have studied it, that, unable to solve it logically and satisfactorily by untying the Gordian
knot, the cut it through, by declaring that Nirvana meant absolute annihilation.

Toward the end of the first quarter of this century, a distinct class of literature appeared in the world,
which became with every year more defined in its tendency. Being Isagédsant, on the scholarly
researches of Sanskritists and Orientalists in general, it was held scientific. Hindu, Egyptian, and other
ancient religions, myths, and emblems were made to yield anything the symbologist wanted them to

e INTRODUCTORY.
yield, thus often giving out the rude outward form in place of the inner meaning. Works, most remarkable
for their ingenious deductions and speculations, in circulo vicioso, foregone conclusions generally
changing places with premises as in the syllogisnmaré than one Sanskrit and Pali scholar, appeared
rapidly in succession, owliooding the libraries with dissertations rather on phallic and sexual worship
than on real symbology, and each contradicting the other.

This is the true reason, perhapsywthe outline of a few fundamental truths from the Secret Doctrine
of the Archaic ages is now permitted to see the light, after long millenniums of the most profound silence
and secrecy. I say fAa few truths, dcoaddhetbes ed!| vy, bec
contained in a hundred such volumes, nor could it be imparted to the present generation of Sadducees.
But, even the little that is now given is better than complete silence upon those vital truths. The world of
to-day, in its mad career towds the unknowd® which it is too ready to confound with the unknowable,
whenever the problem eludes the grasp of the phy&i@stapidly progressing on the reverse, material
plane of spirituality. It has now become a vast adeadrue valley of discord araf eternal strifé a
necropolis, wherein lie buried the highest and the most holy aspirations of ouS8plriThat soul
becomes with every new generation more paralyzed
accompl i shed pr of lenofly Greeey, caceflittieSoo the revivay of thesdpad $ciences
of the past; but there is a fair minority of earnest students who are entitled to learn the few truths that may
be given to them now,; and now mucehd ,nmo roer tehvaenn ttehne
attempts to explain the mysteries of esoteric science, were published.

One of the greatest, and, withal, the most serious objection to the correctness and reliability of the
whol e work wild be t he apnr etlhiemisntaartye nBeThA NsZ AcSo: n t fiaH onve d
True, if a great portion of the Sanskrit, Chinese, and Mongolian works quoted in the present volumes are
known to some Orientalists, the chief warkhat one from which the Stanzas are gévés not in the

possession of European Libraries. The Book of Dzya
or at any rate was never heard of by them under its present name. This is, of course, a great drawback
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to those who follow the methedf research prescribed by official Science; but to the students of
Occultism, and to every genuine Occultist, this will be of little moment. The main body of the Doctrines
given is found scattered throughout hundreds and thousands of Sanskrit MS&lreatyetranslatei
disfigured in their interpretations, as us@abthers still awaiting their turn. Every scholar, therefore, has
an opportunity of verifying the statements herein made, and of checking most of the quotations. A few
new facts (new to the pfane Orientalist, only) and passages quoted from the Commentaries will be
found difficult to trace. Several of the teachings, also, have hitherto been transmitted orally: yet even
those are in every instance hinted at in the almost countless volumeshofiBical, Chinese and Tibetan
templeliterature.

However it may be, and whatsoever is in store for the writer through malevolent criticism, one fact is
quite certain. The members of several esoteric sobidbiks seat of which is beyond the Himalayas] a
whose ramifications may be found in China, Japan, India, Tibet, and even in Syria, besides South



Americad claim to have in their possession the sum total of sacred and philosophical works in MSS. and
type: all the works, in fact, that have ever beentemitin whatever language or characters, since the art
of writing began; from the ideographic hieroglyphs down to the alphabet of Cadmus and the Devanagatri.
It has been claimed in all ages that ever since the destruction of the Alexandrian Lilerdsis(se
Unveiled, Vol. Il., p. 27), every work of a character that might have led the profane to the ultimate
discovery and comprehension of some of the mysteries of the Secret Science, was, owing to the combined
efforts of the members of the Brotherhoadifigently searched for. It is added, moreover, by those who
know, that once found, save three copies left and stored safely away, such works were all destroyed. In
India, the last of the precious manuscripts were secured and hidden during the reigingfehear
Akbar *
It is maintained, furthermore, that every sacred book of that kind, whose text was not sufficiently veiled
in symbolism, or which had any

* Prof. Max Miller shows that no bribes or threats of Akbar could extort from the Brahmamigthal text of the

Veda; and boasts that European Orientalists have it (L
has the complete text is very doubtful, and the future may have very disagreeable surprises in store for the

Orientaliss.
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direct references to the ancient mysteries, after having been carefully copied in cryptographic characters,

such as to defy the art of the best and cleverest palseographer, was also destroyed to the last copy. During

Akbar 6 sonreeifgam,ats c al courtiers, di spl eased at the
infidels, themselves helped the Brahmans to conceal their MSS. Such was Badéoni, who had alll
undi sgui sed horror for Ak®marodés mania for idolatro

Moreover in all the large and wealthy lamaseries, there are subterranean crypts diacase cut
in the rock, whenever the gonpa and the lhakhang are situated in the mountains. Beyond the Western
Tsaydam, in the solitary passes of Kdien Athere areseveral such hidinglaces. Along the ridge of
Altyn-Toga, whose soil no European foot has ever trodden so far, there exists a certain hamlet, lost in a
deep gorge. It is a small cluster of houses, a hamlet rather than a monastery, wittoalkimpienple in
it, with one old lama, a hermit, living nearby to watch it. Pilgrims say that the subterranean galleries and
halls under it contain a collection of books, the number of which, according to the accounts given, is too
large to find room even in the ilish Museum

All this is very likely to provoke a smile of doubt. But then, before

*Bad8on2 wrote in his Muntakhab at Tawari kh: #AHis Majec
cannot be counted, so numerous they are, amdhakie no end of revealed books) . . . As they (the Sramana and

Brahmins) surpass other learned men in their treatises on morals, on physical and religious sciences, and reach a

high degree in their knowledge of the future, in spiritual power, and hunnfattien, they brought proofs based on

reason and testimony, and inculcated their doctrines so firmly that no man could now raise a doubt in his Majesty

even i f mountains were to crumble to dust, creandt he heav:
was not published till the reign of Jah®©ngir.o (Ain i .
AKarakorum mountains, Western Tibet.

y According to the same tradition the now desolate regions of the waterless land & &arime wildeness in the

heart of Turkestah were in the days of old covered with flourishing and wealthy cities. At present, hardly a few

verdant oases relieve its dead solitude. One such, sprung on the sepulchre of a vast city swallowed by and buried

under the sandgoil of the desert, belongs to no one, but is often visited by Mongolians and Buddhists. The same

tradition speaks of immense subterranean abodes, of large corridors filled with tiles and cylinders. It may be an idle
rumour, and it may be an actual fact.
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INTRODUCTORY.



the reader rejects the truthfulness of the reports, let him pause and reflect over the following well known
facts. The collective researches of the Orientalists, and especially the labours of late years of the students
of comparative Plology and the Science of Religions have led them to ascertain as follows: An
immense, incalculable number of MSS., and even printed works known to have existed, are now to be
found no more. They have disappeared without leaving the slightest trace thelnmdVere they works
of no importance they might, in the natural course of time, have been left to perish, and their very names
would have been obliterated from human memory. But it is not so; for, as how ascertained, most of them
contained the true keye works still extant, and entirely incomprehensible, for the greater portion of their
readers, without those additional volumes of Commentaries and explanations. Such are, for instance, the
works of Laetse, the predecessor of Confucfus.

He is saido have written 930 books on Ethics and religions, and seventy on magic, one thousand in

all . His great work, howeweKi,ng,h® dreatrite odadried doc
Taosse, has in it, as Stad0 sWwasgeKshg p. k<@g dasdyaws, onl
dozen of pages, yet Professor Max M¢ller finds th
that Mr. Julien had to consult more than sixty co

ealiest going back as far as the year 163 B.C., not earlier, as we see. During the four centuries and a half
that preceded this earliest of the commentators there was ample time to veil the #ise d@airine from

all but his initiated priests. The Japaagamong whom are now to be found the most learned of the

priests and followers of Latse, simply laugh at the blunders and hypotheses of the European Chinese
scholars; and tradition affirms that the commentaries to which our Western Sinologues hssar@cce

not the real occult records, but intentional veils, and that the true commentaries, as well as almost all the
texts, have long since disappeared from the eyes of the profane.

*Alf we turn to China, we f i ndonthéFave King hne the Four Bhmokeg n of Cor
in themselves of considerable extent and surrounded by voluminous Commentaries, without which even the most

|l earned scholars would not venture to fathom the dep
Rel i gion, 0 p. 185. Max Mg B hne this iy theBcanmplaint bf¢hg Confaciamstsraed  f a
very learned member of that body, in Paris, complained in 1881,

t h
t hi
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If one turns to the ancient literature of the Semgl@ions, to the Chaldean Scriptures, the elder sister

and instructress, if not the fountainhead of the Mosaic Bible, the basis and giaitingf Christianity,

what do the scholars find? To perpetuate the memory of the ancient religions of Babyémord the

vast cycle of astronomical observations of the Chaldean Magi; to justify the tradition of their splendid and
eminently occult literature, what now remaiésénly a few fragments, said to be by Berosus.

These, however, are almost valueless, egea clue to the character of what has disappeared. For they
passed through the hands of his Reverence the Bishop of Céefzkaelfconstituted censor and editor

of the sacred r ec o dmltheyfdoulotlesh ear to thies daf thekodbis | gi on s
eminently veracious and trustworthy hand. For what is the history of this treatise on the once grand
religion of Babylon?

Written in Greek by Berosus, a priest of the temple of Belus, for Alexander the Great, from the
astronomical and chronologikrecords preserved by the priests of that temple, and covering a period of
200,000 years, it is now lost. In the first century B.C. Alexander Polyhistor made a series of extracts from
itd also lost. Eusebius used these extracts in writing his Chroniz6a 40 A.D.). The points of
resemblana@ almost of identity between the Jewish and the Chaldean Scriptuneade the latter most
dangerous to Eusebius, in his rble of defender and champion of the new faith which had adopted the
Jewish Scriptures, and withem an absurd chronology. It is pretty certain that Eusebius did not spare the
Egyptian Synchronistic tables of Manetheo much so that Buns@gharges him with mutilating history

most unscrupulously. And Socrates, a historian of the fifth century, amalBys, vicepatriarch of
Constantinople (eighth century), both denounce him as the most daring and desperate forger.



Is it likely, then, that he dealt more tenderly with the Chaldean records, which were already menacing the
new religion, so rashly accegut?

*Found out and proven only now, through the discoveri es
Genesiso), and which, thanks to this Armenian forger, |
accepting Jewish deritians for direct Divine Revelation!
ABunsenbds AEgyptds Place in History,o vol. i. p. 200
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So that, with the exception of these more than doubtful fragments, the entire Chaldean sacred literature
has disappeared from the eyes of thefgore as completely as the lost Atlantis. A few facts that were
contained in the Berosian History are given in Part Il. of Vol. Il., and may throw a great light on the true
origin of the Fallen Angels, personified by Bel and the Dragon.

Turning now tathe oldest Aryan literature, the Rigeda, the student will find, following strictly in this
the data furnished by the said Orientalists themselves, that, although®¥ieeRiga c ont ai ns onl vy
10,580 verses, or 1, 028 dndtmemass of glasses angcorhnentarids, itt h e B
is not understood correctly to this day. Why is t
and ol dest treatises on the primitive hymaeds, 06 the
to secure.

What do the scholars say of Buddhist literature? Have they got it in its completeness? Assuredly not.
Notwithstanding the 325 volumes of the Kanjur and the Tanjur of the Northern Buddhists, each volume
we are tol d, i w el ivgeh ipnogu nfdrso,md fnooutrh itnog , in trut h, i s
canon of the Southern Church is said to contain 29,368,000 letters in the Saddharma*atamkara,
exclusive of treatises and comment amanedstheifi ve or

Bible,o the | atter, in the words of Professor Ma x
Notwithstandi ng, t hen, these A325 volumesd (in re
225 vol umes), 0t hspplyimgaswith cartedt vessipns,ihavesimtezwaven tbhein with
their own commentaries, for the pur pcidereocef, j us

tif
faccording to a tradition preserved Nogh, thelsacreBuddhi
Buddhist Canon comprised originally 80,000 or 84,000 tracts, but most of them were lost, so that there
remained but 6,000,0 the professor tells his audi
quite sure that they are likewikest for Buddhists and Brahmins?
Considering the sacredness for the Buddhists of every line written

*Spence Hardy, fAThe Legends and Theories of t
AiBuddhism in Tibet,d p. 78.
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upon Buddha wr oht®efiGoed b& nearly 76,000 tracts
versa, every one acquainted with the natural course of events would subscribe to the statement that, of
these 76,000, five or six thousand treatises might have been destroygdliaeiersecutions in, and
emigrations from, India. But as it is well ascertained that Buddhist Arhats began their religious exodus,
for the purpose of propagating the new faith beyond Kashmir and the Himalayas, as early as the year 300
before our erd,ard reached China in the year 61 AAwhen Kashyapa, at the invitation of the Emperor
Mingt i , went there to acquaint the ASon of Heaveno
hear the Orientalists speaking of such a loss as though it @ale possible. They do not seem to allow
for one moment the possibility that the texts may be lost only for West and for themselves or, that the
Asiatic people should have the unparalleled boldness to keep their most sacred records out of the reach of
forei gners, thus refusing to deliver them to the pr
to themselves.



Owing to the expressed regrets and numerous confessions of almost every one of the Orientalists (See
Max M¢l I er 6s Le the publiensay féebsufficienthyasare (B) that the students of ancient
religions hare indeed very few data upon which to build such final conclusions as they generally do about
the old religions, and (b) that such lack of data does not prevent theeleast from dogmatising. One
would imagine that, thanks to the numerous records of the Egyptian theogony and mysteries preserved in
the classics, and in a number of ancient writers, the rites and dogmas of Pharaonic Egypt ought to be well
understood aElast; better, at any rate, than the too abstruse philosophies and Pantheism of India, of
whose religion and language Europe had hardly any idea before the beginning of the present century.
Along the Nile and on the face of the whole country, there stathistbour, exhumed yearly and daily,
fresh relics which eloquently tell their own history. Still it is not so. The learned Oxford philologist
hi mself confesses t he..tr uwelseebty standcing thenPyrantids,andthéd Th ou g
ruins of tenples and labyrinths, their walls

*Lassen, (fAlnd. Althersumkunded Vol . I, p. 1,072) shov
B.C,; and General Cunningham, earlier than that.
AReverend T. Edki ns, AChi nese Buddhi sm. 0
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covered with hieroglyphic inscriptions, and with the strange pictures of gods and goddesses On
rolls of papyrus, which seem to defy the ravages of time, we have even fragments of what may be called
the sacred books of the Egyptians; yet, thomgich has been deciphered in the ancient records of that
mysterious race, the mainspring of the religion of Egypt and the original intention of its ceremonial

worship are far from being fully disclosé&tasd to us.
remain, but the keys by which alone they become intelligible have disappeared.
Neverthel ess, having found that ithere is a natu

secondly, that there was a common Aryan religion before the sepabtienAryan race; a common

Semitic religion before the separation of the Semitic race; and a common Turanian religion before the
separation of the Chinese and the other tribes belonging to the Turanian class; having, in fact, only

di scoveredcdtitcherngaea easn wife rel i gi ond and fAthree centr
ignorant of those primitive religions and languages, as of their origin, the professor does not hesitate to
declare Athat a truly hi s tthwoseipringpal rehgoissiofshe wasldhasa s c i e
been gained! o

A Ascientific treatmento of a subject is no guar
data on hand, no philologist, even among the most eminent, is justified in givinig own conclusions

for hi storical fact s. No doubt, the eminent Orien
that according to Grimmdéds | aw of phonetic rul es,
distinct from each other, drhe has shown it scientifically. When, however he takes the opportunity of
saying in the same breath that Odin Awas worshipp

the age of the Veda and of Homesrldoi g(hQoenspta rit.h iTshteoorli.c
it. He makes history and fact subservient to his

* So little acquainted are our greatest Egyptologists with the funerary rites of the Egyptians and the outward marks
of the difference of sexes made on the mummies, thatsiled to the most ludicrous mistakes. Only a year or two
since, one of that kind was discovered at Boulaq, Cairo. The mummy of what had been considered the wife of an
unimportant Pharaoh, has turned out, thanks to an inscription found on an amulen imgeck, to be that of

Sesostrid the greatest King of Egypt!
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own conclusions, which may be very fiscientific
the mark of actual truth. The conflicting views on the subjechaofnology, in the case of the Vedas, of

the various eminent philologists and Orientalists, from Martin Haug down to Mr. Max Mller himself, are
an evident proof that the statement has no histor
often a Jaclo dantern, instead of a safe beacon to follow. Nor has the Science of modern Comparative
Mythology any better proof to show, that those learned writers, who have insisted for the last century or

so that there must haaleveltere grantedto tlhemestors of thewholea pr i m
race of mankind. . preserved in the temples of Greece and
what all the Eastern Initiates and Pundits have been proclaiming to the world from time to timea While
prominent Cinghalese priest assured the writer that it was well known that the most important Buddhist

tracts belonging to the sacred canon were stored away in countries and places inaccessible to the

European pundits, the late Swami Dayanand Saraivatjreatest Sanskritist of his day in India, assured

some members of the Theosophical Society of the same fact with regard to ancient Brahmanical works.

When told that Professor Max M¢l |l er had decl ar ed

ithat there was a pri meval preternatur al revel a
but few suppdnther rodty mmelséretarmed man | aughed. Hi
Moksh Mooller, as he pronounced the name, wereaaBin, and came with me, | might take him to a
gupta cave (a secret crypt) near Okhee Math, in the Himalayas, where he would soon find out that what
crossed the Kalapani (the black waters of the ocean) from India to Europe were only the bits of rejected
copies of some passages from our sacred books. The
wi || it ever be | ost to the world, but wil.l reapp

, 0

Questioned further on this point, he idgay no more. This was at Meerut, in 1880.

No doubt the mystification played, in the last century at Calcutta, by the Brahmins upon Colonel
Wilford and Sir William Jones was a cruel one. But it had been well deserved, and no one was more to be
blamel
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in that affair than the Missionaries and Colonel Wilford themselves. The former, on the testimony of Sir
William Jones hi mself (see Asi at. Res . , Vol . .,
were even now almost dhtians, because their Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesa were no other than the
Christian trinity.o* It was a good | esson. I't mad
has also made some of them too shy, and caused, in its reaction, the paridahegone conclusions to

swing too much the other way. For fAthat first sup
Wilford, has now created an evident necessity and desire in the Orientalists to declare nearly every

archaic Sanskrit manuscrips snodern as to give to the missionaries full justification for availing

themselves of the opportunity. That they do so and to the full extent of their mental powers, is shown by

the absurd attempts of late to prove that the whole Puranic story aboutn@hwias plagiarized by the
Brahmins from the Bibl! But the facts cited by th
Religion, 0 concerning the now famous interpolatio
Wilford, do not at dlinterfere with the conclusions to which one who studies the Secret Doctrine must
unavoidably come. For, if the results show that neither the New nor even the Old Testament borrowed
anything from the more ancient religion of the Brahmans and Buddhigtggtnot follow that the Jews

have not borrowed all they knew from the Chaldean records, the latter being mutilated later on by

Eusebius. As to the Chaldeans, they assuredly got their primitive learning from the Brahmans, for

Rawlinson shows an undeniabfgdic influence in the early mythology of Babylon; and Col. Vans

Kennedy has long since justly declared that Babylonia was, from her origin, the seat of Sanskrit and

Brahman learning. But all such proofs must lose their value, in the presence of thbdatgsworked



out by Prof. Max Muller. What it is everyone knows. The code of phonetic laws has now become a
uni versal solvent for every identification and fic

*See Max Mgl leros Al ntroduct i onalse Analogieein Bmparatvec e of Rel i ¢
Theology, pp. 288 and 296 et seq. This relates to the clever forgery (on leaves inserted in old Puranic MSS.), in

correct and archaic Sanskrit, of all that the Pundits of Col. Wilford had heard from him about Adam and Abraham,

Noah and his three sons, etc., etc.

o INTRODUCTORY.

the gods of many nations. Thus, though the Mother of Mercury (BudhaHEnotes, etc.), was Maia,

the mother of Buddha (Gautama), also Maya, and the mother of Jesus, likewise Maya (illusiony for Ma

is Mare, the Sea, the great illusion symbolicéllyet these three characters have no connection, nor can
they have any, since Bopp has fAlaid down his code

In their efforts to collect together the many skeins of unwritten hisitaisya bold step for our
Orientalists to take, to deny, a priori, everything that does not dovetail with their special conclusions.
Thus, while new discoveries are daily made of great arts and sciences having existed far back in the night
of time, everthe knowledge of writing is refused to some of the most ancient nations, and they are
credited with barbarism instead of culture. Yet the traces of an immense civilization, even in Central Asia,
are still to be found. This civilization is undeniably prétie. And how can there be civilization without
a literature, in some form, without annals or chronicles? Common sense alone ought to supplement the
broken links in the history of departed nations. The gigantic, unbroken wall of the mountains that hem in
the whole tabldand of Tibet, from the upper course of the river Khifdn® down to the Kar&orum
hills, witnessed a civilization during milleniums of years, and would have strange secrets to tell mankind.
The Eastern and Central portions of those redidhe NanSchayn and the Altyntaga were once
upon a time covered with cities that could well vie with Babylon. A whole geological period has swept
over the land, since those cities breathed their last, as the mounds of shifting sand, and the stewle and n
dead soil of the immense central plains of the basin of Tarim testify. The borderlands alone are
superficially known to the traveller. Within those tatdads of sand there is water, and fresh oases are
found blooming there, wherein no European foat énger yet ventured, or trodden the now treacherous
soil. Among these verdant oases there are some which are entirely inaccessible even to the native profane
travell er. Hurricanes may fAtear up the sestnogs and
that which is beyond their reach. Built deep in the bowels of the earth, the subterranean stores are secure;
and as their entrances are concealed in such oases, there is little fear that anyone should discover them,
even should several armies invdaldle sandy wastes whére
XXXiii
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i Not a pool , not a bush, not a house is seen,
And the mountaisrange forms a rugged screen

Round the parchéd fl.atéd of the dry, dry desert

But there is no need to send the reader across the deasenttive same proofs of ancient civilization
are found even in comparatively populated regions of the same country. The oasis of Tchertchen, for
instance, situated about 4,000 feet above the | ev
ruinsof archaic towns and cities in every direction. There, some 3,000 human beings represent the relics
of about a hundred extinct nations and ract® very names of which are now unknown to our
ethnologists. An anthropologist would feel more than embaxtasseass, divide and subdivide them;
the more so, as the respective descendants of all these antediluvian races and tribes known as little of their
own forefathers themselves, as if they had fallen from the moon. When questioned about their origin, they
reply that they know not whence their fathers had come, but had heard that their first (or earliest) men



were ruled by the great genii of these deserts. This may be put down to ignorance and superstition, yet in
view of the teachings of the Secret Doctrittee answer may be based upon primeval tradition. Alone, the

tribe of Khoorassan claims to have come from what is now known as Afghanistan, long before the days of
Alexander, and brings legendary lore to that effect as corroboration. The Russian traoédieel (now

General) Prjevalsky, found quite close to the oasis of Tchertchen, the ruins of two enormous cities, the

oldest of which was, according to local tradition, ruined 3,000 years ago by a hero and giant; and the other

by the Mongoliansinthemet h cent ury of our er a. AThe empl aceme
owing to shifting sands and the desert wind, with strange and heterogeneous relics; with broken china and
kitchen utensils and human bones. The natives often find copper and igsldneelted silver, ingots,

diamonds, and turquoises, and what is the most remaékalotdken glass. . 0 ACoffins of so
undecaying wood, or material, also, within which beautifully preserved embalmed bodies are found

. The male mummies are all extresngall powerfully built men with long waving hair. . A vault
was found with twelve dead men sitting in it. Another time, in a separate coffin, a young girl was
discovered by us. Her eyes were closed with golden discs, and the jaws held firm by @igditen
running from under the chin across the top of the head. Clad in a narrow
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wool |l en garment, her bosom was covered with gol de
N. M. Prjevalsky.) To this, the famous traveltds that all along their way on the river Tchertchen they

heard legends about twerttyree towns buried ages ago by the shifting sands of the deserts. The same

tradition exists on the Lehor and in the oasis of Kerya.

The traces of such civilizatipand these and like traditions, give us the right to credit other legendary
lore warranted by well educated and learned natives of India and Mongolia, when they speak of immense
libraries reclaimed from the sand, together with various reliques of ahtfg@&tC lore, which have all
been safely stowed away.

To recapitulate. The Secret Doctrine was the universally diffused religion of the ancient and prehistoric
world. Proofs of its diffusion, authentic records of its history, a complete chain of docurhemtsits
character and presence in every land, together with the teaching of all its great adepts, exist to this day in
the secret crypts of libraries belonging to the Occult Fraternity.

This statement is rendered more credible by a considerattbe &llowing facts: the tradition of the
thousands of ancient parchments saved when the Alexandrian library was destroyed; the thousands of
Sanskrit works which disappeared in India in the reign of Akbar; the universal tradition in China and
Japan that #ntrue old texts with the commentaries, which alone make them compreh@resitbeinting
to many thousands of volun@dave long passed out of the reach of profane hands; the disappearance of
the vast sacred and occult literature of Babylon; the loss of Kegsewhich alone could solve the
thousand riddles of the Egyptian hieroglyphic records; the tradition in India that the real secret
commentaries which alone make the Veda intelligible, though no longer visible to profane eyes, still
remain for the initiat, hidden in secret caves and crypts; and an identical belief among the Buddhists,
with regard to their secret books.

The Occultists assert that all these exist, safe from Western spoliating hanemppeaein some more

enlightened age, for whicthn t he words of the | ate Swami Dayanan
(outcasts, savages, those beyond the pale of Arya
For it is not the fault of the initiatetwrthat th

policy dictated by selfishness, or
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any desire to monopolise the lifgving sacred lore. There were portions of the Secret science that for
incalculable ages had to remain concealed from the profane gaze. But this was beomese o the
unprepared multitude secrets of such tremendous importance, was equivalent to giving a child a lighted
candle in a powder magazine.



The answer to a question which has frequently arisen in the minds of students, when meeting with
statements s as this, may be outlined here.

AWe can understand, 0 they say, ithe necessity fo
the rockdestroying force, discovered by J. W. Keely, of Philadelphia, but we cannot understand how any
danger cold arise from the revelation of such a purely philosophic doctrine, as, e.g., the evolution of the
pl anetary chains. 0

The danger was this: Doctrines such as the planetary chain, or the seven races, at once give a clue to the
sevenfold nature of man,dr each principle is correlated to a plane, a planet, and a race; and the human
principles are, on every plane, correlated to ségkhoccult forced those of the higher planes being of
tremendous power. So that any septenary division at once givesta tierendous occult powers, the
abuse of which would cause incalculable evil to humanity. A clue, which is, perhaps, no clue to the
present generatidnespecially the Westeraésprotected as they are by their very blindness and ignorant
materialistic disbeééf in the occult; but a clue which would, nevertheless, have been very real in the early
centuries of the Christian era, to people fully convinced of the reality of occultism, and entering a cycle of
degradation, which made them rife for abuse of ocatgrs and sorcery of the worst description.

The documents were concealed, it is true, but the knowledge itself and its actual existence had never been
made a secret of by the Hierophants of the Temple, wherein MYSTERIES have ever been made a
discipline andstimulus to virtue. This is very old news, and was repeatedly made known by the great
adepts, from Pythagoras and Plato down to the Neoplatonists. It was the new religion of the Nazarenes
that wrought a change for the wodsi the policy of centuries.

Moreover, there is a weklnown fact, a very curious one, corroborated to the writer by a reverend
gentleman attached for years to a Russian Embasagnely, that there are several documents in the St.
Petersburg
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Imperial Libraries tshow that, even so late as during the days when Freemasonry, and Secret Societies

of Mystics flourished unimpeded in Russia, i.e., at the end of the last and the beginning of the present
century, more than one Russian Mystic travelled to Tibet via thienidnantains in search of knowledge

and initiation in the unknown crypts of Central Asia. And more than one returned years later, with a rich
store of such information as could never have been given him anywhere in Europe. Several cases could be
cited, andwell-known names brought forward, but for the fact that such publicity might annoy the

surviving relatives of the said late Initiates. Let any one look over the Annals and History of Freemasonry

in the archives of the Russian metropolis, and he will assonself of the fact stated.

This is a corroboration of that which has been stated many times before, and, unfortunately, too
indiscreetly. Instead of benefiting humanity, the virulent charges of deliberate invention and imposture
with a purpose throwat those who asserted but a truthful, if even a little known fact, have only generated
bad Karma for the slanderers. But now the mischief is done, and truth should no longer be denied,
whatever the consequences. Is it a new religion, we are asked? Bans; it is not a religion, nor is its
philosophy new; for, as already stated, it is as old as thinking man. Its tenets are not now published for the
first time, but have been cautiously given out to, and taught by, more than one Europead Initiate
especidly by the late Ragon.

More than one great scholar has stated that there never was a religious founder, whether Aryan, Semitic
or Turanian, who had invented a new religion, or revealed a new truth. These founders were all
transmitters, not original tehers. They were the authors of new forms and interpretations, while the
truths upon which the latter were based were as old as mankind. Selecting one or more of those grand
veritie®) actualities visible only to the eye of the real Sage and®Seetr of the nany orally revealed to
man in the beginning, preserved and perpetuated in the adyta of the temples through initiation, during the
MYSTERIES and by personal transmisgiothey revealed these truths to the masses. Thus every nation
received in its turn somd the said truths, under the veil of its own local and special symbolism; which,



as time went on, developed into a more or less philosophical cultus, a Pantheon in mythical disguise.
Therefore is Confucius, a very ancient
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legislatorinhi st or i cal chronology, though a very modern
Legge*rowho calls him fAemphat i cdalsl ys aay itnrga n simi totnd ry, hma
create new things. | believe in the ancients and therefore | lovmth(0Qu ot ed i n fASci ence ¢

by Max Muiller.)

The writer loves them too, and therefore believes in the ancients, and the modern heirs to their
Wisdom. And believing in both, she now transmits that which she has received and learnt haltself to
those who will accept it. As to those who may reject her testirdong., the great majority she will
bear them no malice, for they will be as right in their way in denying, as she is right in hers in affirming,
since they look at TRUTH from two ergly different stangboints. Agreeably with the rules of critical
scholarship, the Orientalist has to reject a priori whatever evidence he cannot fully verify for himself. And
how can a Western scholar accept on hearsay that which he knows nothing atemd?thmat which is
given in these volumes is selected from oral, as much as from written teachings. This first installment of
the esoteric doctrines is based upon Stanzas, which are the records of a people unknown to ethnology; it is
claimed that they anaritten in a tongue absent from the nomenclature of languages and dialects with
which philology is acquainted; they are said to emanate from a source (Occultism) repudiated by science;
and, finally, they are offered through an agency, incessantly disadaéfore the world by all those who
hate unwelcome truths, or have some special hobby of their own to defend. Therefore, the rejection of
these teachings may be expected, and must be acce
whatever dpartment of exact science, will be permitted to regard these teachings seriously. They will be
derided and rejected a priori in this century; but only in this one. For in the twentieth century of our era
scholars will begin to recognize that the Secrettbhoe has neither been invented nor exaggerated, but,
on the contrary, simply outlined; and finally, that its teachings antedate the Wedas. not the latter
been derided, rejected, and

*LinnY, (A 1 a) Schott. fAChinesische Literatur,o p. 7.
Af Lioffe Confucius, o p. 96.

Y This is no pretension to prophecy, but simply a statement based on the knowledge of facts. Every century an
attempt is being made to show the world that Occultism is no vain superstition. Once the door permitted to be kept a
little ajar, it will be opened wider with every new century. The times are ripe for a more serious knowledge than
hitherto permitted, though still very limited, so far.
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called fa modern forgeryo eveSanskitproclaamedcdandndtyne as f i f
the progeny of, and a dialect derived from, the Greek, according to Lempriére and other scholars? About
1820, Prof. Max Miiller tells us, the sacred books of the Brahmans, of the Magians, and of the Buddhists,
fi we r e uakhown, theirtvery existence was doubted, and there was not a single scholar who could
have translated a line of the Veda. of the Zend Avesta, ar. . of the Buddhist Tripitaka,
and now the Vedas are proved to be the work of the highest antiquisy@&ho6 pr e ser vat i on amc
to a marvel 6 (Lecture on the Vedas).

The same will be said of the Secret Archaic Doctrine, when proofs are given of its undeniable existence
and records. But it will take centuries before much more is given from itkiBgea the keys to the
Zodi acal mysteries as being almost | ost to the wo
some ten years ago that: AThe said key must be tu
We will give it but one ttn, and thereby allow the profane one glimpse into the mystery. Happy he, who
understands the whole!o



The same may be said of the whole Esoteric system. One turn of the key, and no more, was given in
Al SI'S. 0 Much more i s dhogeldays theeviter hardly knéwetre éanguagd ii me s .
which the work was written, and the disclosure of many things, freely spoken about now, was forbidden.
In Century the Twentieth some disciple more informed, and far better fitted, may be sent by the Masters
of Wisdom to give final and irrefutable proofs that there exists a Science called\Gdydaand that,
like the oncemysterious sources of the Nile, the source of all religions and philosophies now known to
the world has been for many ages forgottenlasiito men, but is at last found.

Such a work as this has to be introduced with no simple Preface, but with a volume rather; one that
would give facts, not mere disquisitions, since the SECRET DOCTRINE is not a treatise, or a series of
vague theorigsut contains all that can be given out to the world in this century.

It would be worse than useless to publish in these pages even those
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portions of the esoteric teachings that have now escaped from confinement, unless tleagenaimd
authenticityy at any rate, the probabiltdyof the existence of such teachings was first established. Such
statements as will now be made, have to be shown warranted by various authorities: those of ancient
philosophers, classics and even certaarhed Church Fathers, some of whom knew these doctrines
because they had studied them, had seen and read works written upon them; and some of whom had even
been personally initiated into the ancient Mysteries, during the performance of which the aotdnesdo
were allegorically enacted. The writer will have to give historical and trustworthy names, and to eite well
known authors, ancient and modern, of recognized ability, good judgment, and truthfulness, as also to
name some of the famous proficientdhia secret arts and science, along with the mysteries of the latter,
as they are divulged, or, rather, partially presented before the public in their strange archaic form.

How is this to be done? What is the best way for achieving such an object®veasrecurring
guestion. To make our plan clearer, an illustration may be attempted. When a tourist coming from a well
explored country, suddenly reaches the borderland of a terra incognita, hedged in, and shut out from view
by a formidable barrier ampassable rocks, he may still refuse to acknowledge himself baffled in his
exploratory plans. Ingress beyond is forbidden. But, if he cannot visit the mysterious region personally, he
may still find a means of examining it from as short a distance asecamived at. Helped by his
knowledge of landscapes left behind him, he can get a general and pretty correct idea of the transmural
view, if he will only climb to the loftiest summit of the altitudes in front of him. Once there, he can gaze
at it, at hideisure, comparing that which he dimly perceives with that which he has just left below, now
that he is, thanks to his efforts, beyond the line of the mists and theazppdd cliffs.

Such a point of preliminary observation, for those who wouldtbkget a more correct understanding
of the mysteries of the pigrchaic periods given in the texts, cannot be offered to them in these two
volumes. But if the reader has patience, and would glance at the present state of beliefs and creeds in
Europe, compa and check it with what is known to history of the ages directly preceding and
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following the Christian era, then he will find all this in Volume lll. of this work.

In that volume a brief recapitulation will be made of all the pp@alcadepts known to history, and the
downfall of the mysteries will be described; after which began the disappearance and final and systematic
elimination from the memory of men of the real nature of initiation and the Sacred Science. From that
time its achings became Occult, and Magic sailed but too often under the venerable but frequently
misleading name of Hermetic philosophy. As real Occultism had been prevalent among the Mystics
during the centuries that preceded our era, so Magic, or rather Savithrigs Occult Arts, followed the
beginning of Christianity.

However great and zealous the fanatical efforts, during those early centuries, to obliterate every trace of
the mental and intellectual labour of the Pagans, it was a failure; but thegiaing the dark demon of
bigotry and intolerance has perverted systematically and ever since, every bright page writtenin the pre



Christian periods. Even in her uncertain records, history has preserved enough of that which has survived
to throw an imgrtial light upon the whole. Let, then, the reader tarry a little while with the writer, on the
spot of observation selected. He is asked to give all his attention to that millennium which divided the
pre-Christian and the po&thristian periods, by the e ONE of the Nativity. This eveditwhether
historically correct or né has nevertheless been made to serve as a first signal for the erection of
manifold bulwarks against any possible return of, or even a glimpse into, the hated religions of the Past;
hated and dreadedtl because throwing such a vivid light on the new and intentionally veiled interpretation
of what is now known as the ANew Dispensation. o

However superhuman the efforts of the early Christian fathers to obliterate the Secret Doctrine from th
very memory of man, they all failed. Truth can never be killed; hence the failure to sweep away entirely
from the face of the earth every vestige of that ancient Wisdom, and to shackle and gag every witness
who testified to it. Let one only think of thleousands, and perhaps millions, of MSS. burnt; of
monuments, with their too indiscreet inscriptions and pictorial symbols, pulverised to dust; of the bands
of early hermits and ascetics roaming about among the ruined cities of Upper and Lower Eggpttin de
and
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mountain, valleys and highlands, seeking for and eager to destroy every obelisk and pillar, scroll or
parchment they could lay their hands on, if it only bore the symbol of the tau, or any other sign borrowed
and appropriately the new faith; and he will then see plainly how it is that so little has remained of the
records of the Past. Verily, the fiendish spirits of fanaticism, of early and mediseval Christianity and of
Islam, have from the first loved to dwell in darkness igndrance; and both have made

060060n the sun | ike blood, the earth a

The tomb a hell, and hell i tself a mur
Both creeds have won their proselytes at the point of the sword; both have built their churches en heaven
kissing hecatombsofhuan vi cti ms. Over the gateway of Centur )

KARMA OF | SRAEL, 6 fatally glowed. Over the portal

words, that will point to the Karma for cunningly mage HISTORY, for events pposely perverted,

and for great characters slandered by posterity, mangled out of recognition, between the two cars of

Jagannathé Bigotry and Materialism; one accepting too much, the other denying all. Wise is he who

holds to the golden midoint, who bakves in the eternal justice of things. Says Faigi Diwan, the

Afwitness to the wohbdenkal wheebbbkEengf wnofmaethousa

of the day of resurrection, when pasbeforgivenforgs s hal

the sake of the dust of Christian churches. o0 To t

as worthless as the dust of Christianity. On the day of resurrection both Muhammadans and Christians

will see the vanity of theireligious doctrines. Men fight about religion on earth; in heaven they shall find

out that there is only one true religon he wor shi p of Goddéds SPIRIT. o0*
Inotherword8 A THERE | S NO RELI GI ON ( OR L AWSAHIY®AMHER THAI

NASTI P ARO DdtheRndta of the Maharajah of Benares, adopted by the Theosophical

Society.

As already said in the Preface, théas®mgmnalet Doctri

intended. It is a volume explanatory of

*ALectures on t he yBMaxevilerep.267. Rel i gi on, 0 b
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it rather, and, though entirely independent of the earlier work, an indispensable corollary to it. Much of
what was in ISIS could hardly be understood by theosophists in those days. The Secret Doctrine will now
throw light on many a problem left unsolved in the first work, especially on the opening pages, which



have never been understood.

Concerned simply with the philosophies within our historical times and the respective symbolism of
the fallen nationspnly a hurried glance could be thrown at the panorama of Occultism in the two
volumes of Isis. In the present work, detailed Cosmogony and the evolution of the four races that
preceded our Fifth race Humanity are given, and now two large volumes explavhtbh was stated on
the first page of ISIS UNVEILED alone, and in a few allusions scattered hither and thither throughout
that work. Nor could the vast catalogue of the Archaic Sciences be attempted in the present volumes,
before we have disposed of Bucemendous problems as Cosmic and Planetary Evolution, and the
gradual development of the mysterious Humanities
Therefore, the present attempt to elucidate some mysteries of the Esoteric philosophyuths, in t
nothing to do with the earlier work. As an instance, the writer must be allowed to illustrate what is said.

Volume | . of #fAlsiso begibds with a reference to A

iSo very old that our moder n aaindefinitp tinseerandastilsiot mi g ht
quite agree as to the nature of the fabric upon which it is written. It is the only original copy now in
existence. The most ancient Hebrew document on occult leértimegSiphrah Dzenioufawas
compiled from it, and that @ time when the former was already considered in the light of a literary relic.
One of its illustrations represents the Divine Essence emanating from ADAM * like a luminous arc
proceeding to form a circle; and then, having attained the highest pdimtcotumference, the ineffable
glory bends back again, and returns to earth, bringing a higher type of humanity in its vortex. As it
approaches nearer and nearer to our planet, the Emanation becomes more and more shadowy, until upon
touchingthegroundits as bl ack as night. 0o

* The name is used in the sense of the Greek vegrijrwpo"
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The Avery old Booko is the ori gi-twerecompiledkNot r om whi
only this latter and the Siphrah Dzeniouta budrethe Sepher Jezirdhthe work attributed by the
Hebrew Kabalists to their Patriarch Abraham (1), the book ofiShun g, Chi naés pri mi ti ve
sacred volumes of the Egyptian Thaétermes, the Purénas in India, and the Chaldean Book of Numbers
and he Pentateuch itself, are all derived from that one small parent volume. Tradition says, that it was
taken down in Senzar, the secret sacerdotal tongue, from the words of the Divine Beings, who dictated it
to the sons of Light, in Central Asia, at the vbeginning of the 5th (our) race; for there was a time when
its language (the Sexar) was known to the Initiates of every nation, when the forefathers of the Toltec
understood it as easily as the inhabitants of the lost Atlantis, who inherited itrituthefrom the sages
of the 3rd Race, the Manushis, who learnt it direct from the Devas of the 2nd and 1st Races. The
Aillustrationo spoken of in fAlsisodo relates to the
Humanity in the Vaivasvata Manvarar a or A Round; 6 each Round being
seven periods of Humanity; four of which are now passed in our life cycle, the middle point of the 5th
being nearly reached. The illustration is symbolical, as every one can well understbcalyers the
ground from the beginning. The old book, having described Cosmic Evolution and explained the origin of
everything on earth, including physical man, after giving the true history of the races from the First down
to the Fifth (our) race, goes harther. It stops short at the beginning of the Kali Yuga just 4989 years ago
at the death of -HodsbnahetbaecbrlghtngShero and re

But there exists another book. None of its possessors regard it as very ancient, asrihwaéth, and
is only as old as the Black Age,



*Rabbi Jehoshua Ben Chananea, who died about A.D. 72,
means of the Book of Sepher Jezireh, and challenged every sceptic. Franck, quoting from theaBabglmud,

names two other thaumaturgists, Rabbis Chanina and Osh
AiFranck, o pp. 55, 56.) Many of the Medi bPval Occultists,
late modern Magus,libhas Lévi, publicly asserts it in print in his books on Magic.
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namely, about 5,000 years. In about nine years hence, the first cycle of the first five millenniums, that

began with the great cycle of the kaluga, will end. And thetthe last prophecy contained in that book

(the first volume of the prophetic record for the Black Age) will be accomplished. We have not long to

wait, and many of us will withess the Dawn of the New Cycle, at the end of which not a few accounts will

be setied and squared between the races. Volume Il. of the Prophecies is nearly ready, having been in
preparation since the time of Buddhads grand succ

One more important point must be noticed, one that stands foremost in the sereedgiven of the
existence of one primeval, universal Wisdbiat any rate for the Christian Kabalists and students. The
teachings were, at least, partially known to several of the Fathers of the Church. It is maintained, on
purely historical grounds, #t Origen, Synesius, and even Clemens Alexandrinus, had been themselves
initiated into the mysteries before adding to the IRé&onism of the Alexandrian school, that of the
Gnostics, under the Christian veil. More than this, some of the doctrinesSddhet schoots though by
no means afl were preserved in the Vatican, and have since become part and parcel of the mysteries, in
the shape of disfigured additions made to the original Christian programme by the Latin Church. Such is
the now materialised dagpa of the Immaculate Concepcion. This accounts for the great persecutions set
on foot by the Roman Catholic Church against Occultism, Masonry, and heterodox mysticism generally.

The days of Constantine were the last turrpp@t in history, the peribof the Supreme struggle that
ended in the Western world throttling the old religions in favour of the new one, built on their bodies.
From thence the vista into the far distant Past,
forcibly and réentlessly closed by every fair and unfair means against the indiscreet gaze of posterity.
Every issue was blocked up, every record that hands could be laid upon, destroyed. Yet there remains
enough, even among such mutilated records, to warrant us iy shgi there is in them every possible
evidenc